
Hi All, 

Saturday 6th July - What a strange day!  A day filled with so many thoughts and emotions 
which in my case became so complex it is probably best not to dwell on them for too long.  
That said and at the risk of  doing the exact opposite, I have got to say how hard it is to 

understand the level of  depravity and disregard that 
mankind can have for their fellow man and the suffering that 
the people who were forcibly and so diabolically transported 
here must have endured.  I'm not sure what I expected to see 
and or feel when we arrived at Auschwitz and to be 
completely honest, some 12 hours later in the dark early 
hours of  the following day alone with my thoughts, I am still 
not able to grasp the enormity of  what went on at this place 
as recently as 70 years ago.  Just to remind you, should it be 
required but approximately 1,500,000 men, women and 
children were systematically murdered over a 5 year period 
between 1940 - 1945 in such an unbelievably efficient and 
brutally chilling manner, it is difficult to fully comprehend 
the magnitude of  such events and or to even begin to 
appreciate the 
individual suffering 
involved! 

The big question 
must be - has 


Auschwitz-Birkenau 

All over the world, Auschwitz 
has become a symbol of terror, 
genocide, and the Holocaust. It 
was established by Germans in 

1940.   
The direct reason for the 

establishment of the camp was 
the fact that mass arrests of 

Poles were increasing beyond 
the capacity of existing "local" 
prisons. Initially, Auschwitz 

was to be one more 
concentration camp of the type 
that the Nazis had been setting 

up since the early 1930s. It 
functioned in this role 

throughout its existence, even 
when, beginning in 1942, it also 
became the largest of the death 

camps. 



mankind learned from this and could such horror ever be repeated again?  Profoundly more 
intellectual people than I, have attempted to articulate and debate this question on numerous 
occasions and I shall leave you to draw your own conclusion on this matter! 

RIGHT!  On a lighter note and following our 
aforementioned somber morning visit, we turned our 
attention to Salt Mines and the unique, beautiful corridors 
and chambers of  the “Wieliczka” Salt Mine.  Dense 
darkness conceals amazing landscapes sculpted in the salt 
by the forces of  nature and human hands. This was a 
fascinating place and worth a visit providing you don't 
suffer from a fear of  claustrophobia and darkness. 

All in all, I think we had a great day!  It's 
so hard to say that you enjoyed a visit to 
Auschwitz because I don't think you can 
'enjoy' it.  You can certainly learn from it 
and  will unquestionably stay with me for 
a long time. 

We returned to Krakow and the Holiday 
Inn somewhat footsore and weary but 
nothing a quick shower didn't put right 
before heading for the main square to 
enjoy 
the 

atmosphere and a little self  indulgent, simply gorgeous 
'Street-food' of  which there is an abundance. 

Must fly - riding to Zakopane at 9.00. 

Best to all, will rise behind the church - this a theory which will be put 
to the test in the morning - weather and local constabulary 

 John, Dad & Grumpy G.......... 













   


