
Good morning, from a somewhat warmer and sunnier 
Poland - long may it continue but don't count your chickens 
just yet!   

Tuesday 2nd July and time for a couple of  days off  the bikes, 
to exercise the legs and expand our knowledge base with a 
little cultural visit to Gdansk.   

Now, be honest - if  someone mentioned Gdansk to you and 
asked you to tell them about the place, what would you think 
of ?  Depending upon your age, I'll bet there would be a 
combination of  4 possible answers:- 

-  Lech Walesa. 

-  Shipyards. 

-  Solidarity. 

-  Nothing, because you're too young. 

And, of  course you would be right - and wrong!  What a fantastic 
place, frankly I had no idea what a beautiful city this is.  The Old 
town is an absolute delight, it is colourful, vibrant and simply 


Lech Walesa 

Lech Wałęsa born 29  
September 1943 a Polish 
politician, trade-union 

organizer, and human-rights 
activist. A charismatic leader, 
he co-founded Solidarity  the 

Soviet bloc's first independent 
trade union, won the Nobel 

Peace Prize in 1983, and 
served as President of Poland 

between 1990 and 1995. 



overwhelms you with it's charm, culture and history.  To be honest, there is so much history here it 
will be impossible to do anything other than give you a flavour.   

Voted as 'Tripadvisors Travellers Choice' destination 
for 2013, it is without doubt, one of  Poland’s most 
beautiful cities, Gdansk, sitting on the Baltic Sea, has 
played major roles in history, especially in the 20th-
century. It was the 1939 flash point of  World War II, 
and then in 1980, the birthplace of  the Solidarnosc 
labor movement, ushering the end of  Communist 
domination in Eastern Europe. Gdansk’s Old Town, 
painstakingly reconstructed to its Hanseatic League 
glory after being leveled in World War II is, as 
already mentioned a true delight! 


Of  course, there are the Shipyards, a 
fundamental part of  Gdansk history and a boat 
trip to see them is a must - not quite as 
productive as they were in their 'heyday' when it 
employed over 7,000 people compared to 3,000 
people today - nevertheless it is still majestically 
impressive! 


Sadly, Norman and Irene didn't join us as Irene is recovering from a broken toe and decided to 
take it easy! 

I should add, that Gdansk is not only appealing to the Geriatric Biking 
Brigade fraternity as it is a fashionable place to be appreciated by all age 
groups, enjoying an extensive fashion culture and nightlife.   

It took me ages to find these girls and get them to pose on this cannon 
but it was worth the effort - don't you think? 

A very pleasant day, made so much more enjoyable by Joe and Izzy's 
local knowledge and empathy for the Country and people.   

What better way to ease the 
weary bones than to relax in the 
Hotel Spa?  There was no room 
for the girls sadly! 

Best to all, will rise behind the church - this a theory which will 
be put to the test in the morning - weather and local constabulary 
John, Dad & Grumpy G.......... 












   


